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Dangerous Shrubbery?
I was recently in my local home improvement store where I witnessed workers stocking a large selection of
new trees and ornamental plants and shrubs. Spring began on March 20th and with Spring comes planting season!
Many families in our community have beautiful amazing yards. You can really tell that they spend a lot of time and
effort making sure that everything is as perfectly manicured as the gardens at Biltmore!
Before I began work in the utility business my observation of beautiful landscapes pretty much stopped there.
Now I understand that danger can be associated with shrubbery. No, I’m not talking about snakes (though we do
have a few copperheads hereabouts). And no, I’m not talking about the 1975 Monty Python movie in which the
dreaded Knight Who Says “Ni!” demands a shrubbery of King Arthur. ‘Tis a silly film.
I am talking about the fact that people across our state are harmed while in the process of digging in their own
yards. If you don’t find out where it’s safe to dig, it’s quite possible you will find a buried utility and potentially create
a life threatening situation. I am proud of the fact that
ONWASA is a member of North Carolina 811, a nonprofit organization funded by its members across North
Carolina. People who need to dig can call 811 to
request that utilities be located. Member utility
providers then have three full working days, starting at
11:59pm the day the notice is given, to mark the locate
area requested for their underground utilities or notify
the excavator of no conflict in that area. Both the call
and the service are free to excavators. Just dial 811.
You can also easily access the utility notification center
by going to the nc811.org website.

They say a picture is worth a thousand words. From left to right: Shovel hits secondary power line. Landscaping rebar punctures gas main.
Driveway stake punctures gas main. Water service line breaks are also a common occurrence. Thanks to NC811 for the photos!

Tuna Salad
Perfect for Spring picnics!
Prep time:

10 Minutes

Cook time:

0 Minutes

Yields:

5 Servings

Serving Size:

1/2 Cup

INGREDIENTS
2 cans (6 oz each) water-packed tuna
1/2 cup chopped celery
1/2 cup chopped green onions
6 1/2 Tbsp low-fat mayonnaise

DIRECTIONS
1.

Rinse and drain tuna for 5 minutes. Break apart with fork.

2.

Add celery, onions, and mayonnaise, and mix well.

Recipe courtesy of National Institute of Health.

In addition to payment by mail, ONWASA has created
many free ways to pay your monthly water bill.






In person at our main office in Jacksonville
In person at Holly Ridge, Richlands, and Swansboro Town
Halls
By phone with credit/debit card 1-877-302-2787
Online at ONWASA.COM
Use your ONWASA account number to make payments at
these automated kiosk locations:
Jones Onslow EMC—259 Western Blvd., Jacksonville
Jones Onslow EMC—1225 NC Hwy 210, Sneads Ferry
Handy Mart, 701 W. Corbett, Swansboro
Handy Mart, 5506 Richlands Hwy., Jacksonville

